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"Introducing Hinduism" offers a guide to the key philosophical, literary, mythological and cultural

traditions of this extraordinarily diverse faith. It untangles the complexities of Hinduism's gods and

goddesses, its caste system and its views on sex, everyday life and asceticism. This work answers

questions including: Why do Hindus revere the cow? Must Hindus be vegetarian? And much more...
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Vinay Lal teaches at UCLA. He writes widely on Indian history, contemporary politics, Bollywood

and the Indian diaspora. Recent books include The History of History: Politics and Scholarship in

Modern India (Oxford University Press, 2003). Borin Van Loon has worked on numerous Introducing

titles. He is a freelance illustrator, surrealist painter and collagist who produces the comic strip 'The

Severed Head' for The Chap magazine

not as academic or scholarly as I thought. Cartoons rely on stereotypic representations of

India/Islam. I bought it because of the author- Vinay Lal

Travelled through India for 3 months, when i got back i read this book in a couple of hours and now

everyone in the US thinks i am an expert on Hinduism...really fun

I have already read this book but I found it so informative that I had to have a copy of it.



This book spreads unjustified hatred on Hinduism. The author must be a self hating Hindu.

Saw this book in barnes and noble and after sitting down with it for 45 min I decided to buy it.

Considering this book is no more than probably 6"x4" and full of drawings, it sure has a lot of info

packed in. Maybe a little too much for an intro to Hinduism. As someone who already has some

familiarity with hinduism even I found it to be informative. It's great little book to carry along with you

on the subway commute. And since it's a pretty neat reference guide too, you can read it several

times without getting bored. That is if you really have an interest in the subject like I do. The

drawings are sometimes serious and other times humorous- It's got a comic feel to it and many of

the drawings are in this type of layout.

Terrific guide and a well informed analysis by Prof. Lal. This book not only address aspects of the

Hindu religion as a whole but also its political nuances.
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